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Rolling Out Revenue Based Disaster and
Pandemic Assistance Programs

Agricultural producers can begin to apply for two new important programs for revenue
losses, from 2020 and 2021 natural disasters or the COVID-19 pandemic. Both programs
equitably fill gaps in earlier assistance.

First, you may be eligible for assistance through the Emergency Relief Program (ERP)
Phase Two if you experienced revenue losses from eligible natural disasters in 2020 and
2021. ERP Phase Two is for producers who didn’t receive assistance from ERP Phase
One.

You may also be eligible for the Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) if you
experienced revenue losses in calendar year 2020. PARP is addressing gaps in previous
pandemic assistance, which was targeted at price loss or lack of market access, rather
than overall revenue losses.

Applications for both new programs are due June 2, 2023, and you can apply for both
programs during your same appointment with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA).

Historically, FSA programs have been designed to make direct payments to producers
based on a single disaster event or for a single commodity loss. For many of you, this may
be the first revenue-based program that you've applied for with FSA.
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Why revenue-based programs?

ERP Phase Two and PARP take a much more holistic approach to disaster assistance,
ensuring that producers not just make it through a single growing season but have the
financial stability to invest in the long-term well-being of their operations and employees.

In general, ERP Phase Two payments are based on the difference in allowable gross
revenue between a benchmark year, representing a typical year of revenue for the
producer and the disaster year — designed to target the remaining needs of producers
impacted by qualifying natural disasters and avoid duplicative payments. ERP Phase Two
revenue loss is based on tax years.

For PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming during at
least part of the 2020 calendar year and had a decrease in revenue for the 2020 calendar
year, as compared to a typical year. PARP revenue loss is based on calendar years.

How to Apply

In preparation for enroliment, producers should gather supporting documentation
including:

e Schedule F (Form 1040); and

e Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019,
2020, 2021 and 2022 for ERP and for calendar years 2018, 2019 and 2020 for
PARP.

Producers should also have, or be prepared to have, the following forms on file for both
ERP and PARP program participation:

e Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet (as applicable to the program
participant);

e Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity;
e Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable); and

e Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland
Conservation (WC) Certification.

e Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and
Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification, as certain existing permanent and ad-
hoc disaster programs provide increased benefits or reduced fees and premiums.

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will
likely have these required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to
confirm should contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center.

Yes, FSA is stepping outside of the box.

FSA is a big proponent of agricultural producers having a say in the design,
implementation and delivery of the programs that directly impact their livelihoods. We also
believe that some of the most creative and useful ideas for program and process
improvements come from the FSA employees who administer this assistance through our
network of more than 2,100 county offices. We want to thank producers across the
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country, along with the entire FSA workforce, for not just thinking outside of the box but
also providing their input to make sure that we can improve and enhance our programs
and our approach to assistance to better and more efficiently serve all producers who
need our help.

Please visit your local USDA Service Center for more information on ERP Phase Two,

PARP and our full portfolio of conservation, prices support, safety-net, credit and disaster
assistance programs.

Now Hiring: County Executive Director for
Navajo/Gila and Apache Counties (Shared
Management).

County Executive Director Expanded
Pay Plan-Grade: CO 5 - 12
Announcement Number; FSACO-11856067-AZ-23-CJ

Open Period: 2/23/2023 — 3/9/2023

Duty Location: Holbrook or Saint Johns, AZ
Who May Apply: External - The Public

Direct Link to Announcement: https://www.usajobs.qgov/GetJob/ViewDetails/708482000

Before You Break Out New Ground, Ensure Your
Farm Meets Conservation Compliance

The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the conversion of land from native vegetation to
commodity crop production after December 23, 1985. As part of the conservation
provisions of the Food Security Act of 1985, if you’re proposing to produce agricultural
commodities (crops that require annual tillage including one pass planting operations and
sugar cane) on land that has been determined highly erodible and that has no crop history
prior to December 23, 1985, that land must be farmed in accordance with a conservation
plan or system that ensures no substantial increase in soil erosion.

Eligibility for many USDA programs requires compliance with a conservation plan or
system on highly erodible land (HEL) used for the production of agricultural commodities.
This includes Farm Service Agency (FSA) loan, disaster assistance, safety net, price
support, and conservation programs; Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
conservation programs; and Risk Management Agency (RMA) Federal crop insurance.

Before you clear or prepare areas not presently under production for crops that require
annual tillage, you are required to file Form AD-1026 “Highly Erodible Land Conservation
and Wetland Conservation Certification,” with FSA indicating the area to be brought into
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production. The notification will be referred to NRCS to determine if the field is considered
highly erodible land. If the field is considered HEL, you are required to implement a
conservation plan or system that limits the erosion to the tolerable soil loss (T) for the
predominant HEL soil on those fields.

In addition, prior to removing trees or conducting any other land manipulations that may
affect wetlands, remember to update form AD-1026, to ensure you remain in compliance
with the wetland conservation provisions.

Prior to purchasing or renting new cropland acres, it is recommended that you check with
your local USDA Service Center to ensure your activities will be in compliance with the
highly erodible land and wetland conservation provisions.

For additional information on highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation
compliance, contact your local USDA Service Center.

Ask the Expert: Customer Farm Records
Mapping Q&A with Gwen Uecker

In this Ask the Expert, Gwen Uecker answers a few questions about USDA’s farmers.gov
customer portal. Gwen serves as the Team Lead for the Program Delivery Division (PDD),
Common Processes Branch for the Deputy Administrator of Farm Program within Farm
Service Agency (FSA). She helps lead PDD'’s effort to provide personalized customer
information via farmers.gov.

A farmers.gov account provides self-service opportunities to FSA and Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) customers via a secure authenticated access process.

What is the value of Customer Farm Records Mapping and why should producers
use farmers.gov?

Customer Farm Records Mapping (cFRM) provides you with self-help options and access
to FSA data from home 24/7. For example, you do not have to wait for FSA to mail out
maps for acreage reporting or make a special trip to the office to pick up your maps. You
can print farm tract maps directly from farmers.gov.

New features include the ability to import precision agriculture planting boundaries and
create labels containing crop information that can be printed on-farm tract maps. The
maps can then be provided to FSA at the local USDA Service Center for completing the
annual crop acreage report. You can use the draw tools to determine acres in a drawn
area. The drawn area can be printed on a map and provided to the Service Center, a third
party such as a chemical applicator, or exported as a feature file for use in other
geospatial applications.

In addition, you can “Switch Profile” to view cFRM data for individuals or entities you are
authorized to act on behalf of. This means you can view and print maps for your entity’s
farms. Producers can also view and print farm records details, including base and yield
information (FSA-156EZ).
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The FSA Farm Records Mapping page is accessed by clicking the blue “View Farm
Records” button from the farmers.gov LAND tab.

To read the full blog visit Ask the Expert: Customer Farm Records Mapping Q&A with
Gwen Uecker | Farmers.gov.

Using FSA Direct Farm Ownership Loans for
Construction

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to
help farmers and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand
current operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save
farmland for future generations.

There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint
financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial
needs up to $50,000.

Direct Farm Ownership Loans can be used to construct, purchase, or improve farm
dwellings, service buildings or other facilities, and to make improvements essential to an
operation.

Applicants must provide FSA with an estimate of the total cost of all planned development
that completely describe the work, prior to loan approval and must show proof of sufficient
funds to pay for the total cost of all planned development at or before loan closing. In
some instances, applicants may be asked to provide certified plans, specifications, or
contract documents. The applicant cannot incur any debts for materials or labor or make
any expenditures for development purposes prior to loan closing with the expectation of
being reimbursed from FSA funds.

Construction and development work may be performed either by the contract method or
the borrower method. Under the contract method, construction and development
contractors perform work according to a written contract with the applicant or borrower. If
applying for a direct loan to finance a construction project, the applicant must obtain a
surety bond that guarantees both payment and performance in the amount of the
construction contract from a construction contractor.

A surety bond is required when a contract exceeds $100,000. An authorized agency
official determines that a surety bond appears advisable to protect the borrower against
default of the contractor or a contract provides for partial payments in excess of the
amount of 60 percent of the value of the work in place.

Under the borrower method, the applicant or borrower will perform the construction and
development work. The borrower method may only be used when the authorized agency
official determines, based on information from the applicant, that the applicant possesses
or arranges to obtain the necessary skill and managerial ability to complete the work
satisfactorily and that such work will not interfere with the applicant’s farming operation or
work schedule.
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Potential applicants should visit with FSA early in the initial project planning process to
ensure environmental compliance.

For more eligibility requirements and information about FSA Loan programs, contact your
local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase
Farmland and Improve Property

Farmers can use USDA farm ownership microloans to buy and improve property. These
microloans are especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans
looking for a career in farming, and those who have small and mid-sized farming
operations.

Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed,
fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013.

Microloans can also help with farmland and building purchases and soil and water
conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the
application process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans
to help farmers strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified
producers and can be issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service
Agency (FSA).

To learn more about the FSA microloan program, contact your local County USDA Service
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/microloans.

Farmers can use USDA farm ownership microloans to buy and improve property. These
microloans are especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans
looking for a career in farming, and those who have small and mid-sized farming
operations.

Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed,
fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013.

Microloans can also help with farmland and building purchases and soil and water
conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the
application process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans
to help farmers strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified
producers and can be issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service
Agency (FSA).

To learn more about the FSA microloan program, contact your local County USDA Service
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/microloans.

Arizona Farm Service Agency
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230 N. 1st Avenue
Suite 506
Phoenix, Arizona 85003-1726

Phone: 602-285-6300
Fax: 855-220-1760

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of
discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866)
632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866)
377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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